
LEAVES: Floating Free 
workshop by Shelly Burge 

Add spontaneity to your quilting with this workshop; loosen up and expand your creativity.  Shelly will 
demonstrate free-form rotary cutting and piecing techniques which will inspire class members to 
create several variations of graceful leaf blocks.  They will use their blocks in their own original quilts.  
Shelly will demonstrate setting suggestions. 

Basic Supplies:   Neutral color piecing thread, rotary cutter with new Sharp blade (28 and/or 45mm), 
rotary cutting mat (17” x 23”), rotary cutting ruler (2” or 4” wide x 18”long), sharp scissors that cut right 
to the tip for clipping curves, one 1-gallon ziplock bag (for storing pieces), pencil, and a 20” x 10” 
piece of Lightweight Tear-Away Stabilizer (i.e. Sulky).   

Sewing machine in good working order with foot pedal and power cord (bring ¼” piecing foot and 
zigzag foot if you have them), extension cord, iron and small ironing pad. 

 
Fabrics:  Your background can be all one fabric or a variety of fabrics.  If you want a varied 
background bring a selection of eight or ten inch squares.  Bring a ½ yard of background fabric (If you 
want to have the background all the same you will need an additional 1 to 1 ½ yards of this 
background fabric to finish your wall hanging or table runner but you won’t need to bring this extra 
fabric to class). 

 
Bring a variety of fabrics to create your 
leaves.  Some students will bring as many 
fabrics as they can carry but please bring a 
minimum of 12 fabrics that you think work 
well together.  Bring fat quarters or scrap 
pieces.  The scrap pieces should be at least 
8” squares or 2” wide strips.  You can bring 
more colors to add sparkle and contrast.   
  
Select a variety of values – dark, medium and 
light.  Consider an assortment of print 
textures; batik, floral, geometric, tone on tone, 
ombre, stripes, etc.   

This is a large amount of fabric so pull from 
your stash as much as possible.  Bring a few 
yards of coordinating yarn or ribbon (if you 
have some on hand) to try the couching 
embellishment. 

 

Fabric Selection Suggestions (remember that a 
minimum of 12 fabrics for leaves is recommended): 
•Assortment of batik fabrics 
•Assortment of solid color fabrics for a modern look 
•Assortment of Kaffe Fassett prints with solids for 
stems 
•Assortment of hand dyed fabrics 
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