
 

Save the Date! 

the 

Braided River 
Quilt Guild 

“Patchwork of the Prairie” 
Yvonne Hollenbeck presents a lecture and trunk show 

titled “Patchwork of the Prairie.” Yvonne is an award-
winning quilter and the nation’s top award-winning 

cowgirl poet as well as one of the most published. 
Yvonne presents an entertaining trunk-show of 

approximately 40 family quilts made on the prairies of 
Nebraska, spanning 5 generations, providing a glimpse 

of life during the past 130 years through patchwork. 
Yvonne lives in Clearfield, SD.  See you April 26 for this 

presentation. 

Ice Cream Social: 
August 25 

Bloomin’ Minds: 
November 24 

Year End Dinner: 
May 24 

A U G U S T  2 0 1 5  

Retreat! 
Please join us March 7-10, 2016 
at the St. Benedict Retreat Center 
outside of Schuyler, Nebraska.  
We will gather for lunch on 
Monday, March 7 and adjourn 
after breakfast on Thursday, 
March 10.  We will have exact 
pricing at our August meeting. 
Payment is due in full when 
signing up for the retreat.  Your 
check will be cashed at that time. 

The January meeting will be your 
last opportunity for a full refund if 
necessary.  Come join us for 
endless hours of quilting, 
camaraderie, scrumptious food, 
and wonderful memories. 

-Lisa Bruning, Shelley Hill, & 
Marie Kuklinski 

Anniversary Party: 

September 22 

Service Project: 
October 27 (4-9) 

Eye Candy Quilts: 
January 26 

Scrappy Farmer: 
February 23 

April 26 

Patchwork of the 
Prarie: 

March 22 
“Ugly Log Cabin:” 
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Programs 
The Ice Cream Social and Year Kick-off will 

be August 25! 

20 Year Guild Anniversary Party 

On September 22 join us for a look back at the 

first 20 years of Braided River Guild! 

Eye Candy Quilts lecture/trunk show 

Anneliese Johnson and Brenda Reid from Eye 

Candy Quilts lecture and trunk show will join us 
on January 26.  Anneliese and Brenda are a 

mother-daughter team designing quilts.  Follow 
eyecandyquilts on Instagram or check out their 

blog on Scrappy Farmer 

Vicky Beasley, the Scrappy Farmer, will warm 

our hearts on February 23 with her lecture and 
trunk show.  Vicky is a scrap quilter and she 

comes to Braided River from Leavenworth, 
Kansas.  When she is not quilting she may be 

behind the steering wheel of a tractor on her 
family farm. 

“The Five W’s of Mystery Quilts” 
On March 22 we will be visited by Tony Munoz, 

the guy quilter, lecture and trunk show.  The 
2015 Kansas State quilt guild president, Tony 

comes to us from Parsons, Kansas.  Tony will 
also teach a workshop titled the “Ugly Log 

Cabin.”  Join the workshop from 9-3 at Trinity 
Lutheran. 

Service project workshop 
4-9 pm on October 27 

Special meeting hours on October 27: 

bring your sandwich, sewing machine, 
irons, and fabric stash and create a bag 

to hang on a walker.  Pattern will be 
provided! 

“Welcome to Bloomin’ 
Minds World” 

On November 24 Lynn Doyle from 

Bloomin’ Minds will present a lecture 
and trunk show titled “Welcome to 

Bloomin’ Minds World.”  Lynn is 
bringing patterns, fat quarters, and kits 

for sale.  Bring your $$$$. 

May 24, 2016 

We’ll host the end-of-year dinner and 

installation of new officers! 
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2015-16 Braided River Service Project 

2

across the Omaha metro area and they are 
always in need of donations.   
 A work-night is scheduled for our 
October meeting -- doors will open at 4 
pm, so plan to bring your machines, mats 
and rotary cutters and turn out dozens of 
these quick and easy projects! 
 Additionally, if you come across 
fabric you just don’t know what to do with - 
rather than throwing it away, consider 
donating it to the Open Door Mission.  I 
recently learned they make use of all types 
of fabric for in-house projects.   

Membership 
 
We will have 26 new members, with 34 openings for additional members. I will have 
folders for new members at the first meeting, along with information sheets to update 
existing members’ data. New rosters will be distributed at the September meeting. 
Normally these are ready in August but since the change wasn’t adopted until May’s 

meeting, I needed extra time to contact and 
collect from people. 
 
We are seeking a small group of sociable 
people willing to act as ambassadors as well 
as someone willing to coordinate these efforts. 
It could be one group, or we could sign up to 
help like we do for Hospitality. It might take 

time to fill the remaining slots and we want all new 
members to have the opportunity to meet        

     and greet without feeling awkward. We all remember what it was like being 
the new person in a group. The Board will fill in for August, but we would like volunteers 
for future meetings. If you can help out, please seek out a Board Member to share your 
contact information.  
 
Donna Kempkes 

1

This year we are going to make bags for 
walkers at elderly care facilities.  We’ll 
have a modified pattern ready for you in 
August, and post it online as well.  Heavier 
fabrics work well for this item -- not so 
much upholstery fabric as Denim, Twill,  
or Drapery fabrics.  Keep your eye out at 
sales, and search your stash and set aside 
some yardage.  Each takes about ½ yard.  
Our target facilities at this time include 
ENVH and Papillion Manor, both here in 
Sarpy County, with a follow-on donation to 
ENOA.  This last serves low income elderly 

Braided River is on the web at 
http://www.brquilters.org 
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Letter from the President 
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will pique your interest enough to 
explore it. I saw at least a couple of 
speakers who caught my eye! 

o See our 
Hospitality 
Chairperson to see 
what month you 
can contribute 
baked goods or 
other snacks for 
the pre-meeting 
social hour. 
o Stop by the 

General Store to see what’s new. If you 
have a kit or fabric that you have 
decided you no longer need, think 
about donating it to the Store. We ask 
that kits be complete and tools be in 
good working order. That “ugly fabric” 
may be just what someone else is 
looking for. 

o Due to the large influx of members, 
small groups will need to consider 
expanding, or volunteer to help open 
a “sister” small group for new members 
to find a new circle of friends. Make 
sure we have a current contact person 
for your small group, even if your group 
is closed. 

 
Think of this upcoming year as yet another 
opportunity to make a new beginning. What 
will you do with YOUR year? I hope you 
choose to make it an actively involved and 
prosperous quilt year. Be a part of your Guild! 
Looking forward to spending this year with 
you, 
Tammy Magill 

1

Hello Quilters! 
As we continue preparations for the new quilt 
year, take a moment to reflect on this past 
year. So much has happened. Did you have a 
favorite class, project or other 
opportunity that helped you grow as 
a quilter? I know I did. This coming 
year promises to be just as exciting as 
the last! Did you know this is Braided 
River’s 20th Anniversary year? Join in 
the fun and make it special!! 
 
As you know, we chose to increase our 
membership. We could use some help 
with welcoming those new members 
into our guild. Stop by the membership 
table and ask Donna if she could point out 
someone who could use a friendly face. I 
challenge you to introduce yourself to 
someone unfamiliar. Initiate a conversation 
with someone you don’t know. Help our new 
members feel welcomed and appreciated. 
You never know what friendships might 
blossom from such a simple act. 
 
Your board has been hard at work planning 
out this next year. We have the usual classes, 
show and tell, retreat, and challenge to look 
forward to, but we have a couple of NEW 
items to add to the mix. We have a new 
service project developing. Also you will have 
the opportunity to try a new and different 
technique or tool with our “One Block Wonder” 
challenge – one block at a time. More details 
will be announced at our first meeting. 
 
Other news to report: 

o We have a quilt mom to take over 
coordinating the final preparations of 
our Opportunity Quilt. Thank you, Janet 
Hall, for stepping up. 

o Check out our programs for the 
upcoming year. Hopefully something 



 

 

 

Country Store 
The Country Store is a place where members can purchase items that other members 
have donated. The funds go directly into our Braided River Quilt Guild organization. 
These items include gently used books, magazines, and notions. Of course, fabric and 
kits are always welcomed. The store will be opening with the August 2015 meeting and 
will have items available to purchase at each meeting.  
 
We need new items for our store, especially fabric and kits. You may drop off your 
gently used quilting items at our "store" each month or by calling and dropping the 
items off at our homes (Monica Gerhart, Linda Acquazzino, or Shelley Hill). We are 
continuing the raffle each month of a mystery "bag" of fabric, patterns, and books. The 
raffle tickets are $ 0.25 each or 5 tickets  
for $1.  Thank you for all your help and 
participation in making this a successful 
part of the Braided River Quilt Guild.  
 
Monica Gerhart – 402-331-9247 
Linda Acquazzino – 402-290-8623 
Shelley Hill – 402-331-5670 
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The Library Returns 
The library will be at many meetings this year.  We 
have all the old reference books as well as the novels 
from Jennifer Chiaverini, Stephanie Grace Whitson, 
and Earlene Fowler that everyone enjoys.  We have 
been fortunate to receive a few newer, 
gently used books from some of our 
members.  If you are interested in 
donating newer books to the library, 
please contact either of the co-chairs.  
We are excited about the library, and 
thank you all for your support. 
 
Barbara Bledsoe    402 932 9692 
Nqncy Deicke         402 592 2531  
 


